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	Legal sociology examines the reciprocal relationship between law and society and provides an important perspective for understanding the role of law in addressing social realities. In social life, law functions not only as a set of written rules but also as an instrument for promoting social justice, which requires fair treatment for all segments of society without discrimination. This article aimed to analyze the role of legal sociology in understanding how law can contribute to the realization of social justice through an approach that considers the social, cultural, and economic conditions of society. The study employed a normative legal research method with a socio-legal approach to examine the relationship between legal norms and social conditions. The analysis focused on how legal rules operate within society and how social realities influence the implementation and effectiveness of law in achieving justice. The findings showed that a just legal system is one that responds to the needs and changing conditions of society, protects vulnerable groups, and ensures equal access to justice. The discussion further indicated that understanding the social dimensions of law is essential for developing legal policies and practices that are more responsive and inclusive. This study contributes to the understanding of legal sociology as an important framework for strengthening the relationship between legal norms and social realities. In practical and policy terms, the findings suggest that the development and implementation of law should consider social, cultural, and economic conditions to promote substantive social justice.
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1. Introduction 
Law is not merely a collection of formal rules but also a social norm that reflects and concretizes the values prevailing within a society. As a social institution, law develops in interaction with social realities and is therefore closely connected to the values, interests, and conditions of the communities in which it operates. This perspective is particularly important in contemporary societies, where social, cultural, economic, and institutional changes continuously influence the formation, implementation, and effectiveness of legal norms. Recent socio-legal scholarship emphasizes that legal change cannot be separated from broader socio-cultural transformation because law both responds to and shapes social relations (Syarhan, 2021). Consequently, understanding law requires attention not only to legal texts but also to the social context in which those texts are interpreted and implemented.
This issue is particularly relevant in Indonesia, which constitutionally declares itself a state based on law. Article 1 paragraph (3) of the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia provides that Indonesia is a state based on law. As a consequence, violations of law should be addressed through legal mechanisms, while disputes should be resolved according to applicable legal provisions. The existence of the Indonesian Penal Code and Criminal Procedure Code, however, does not automatically guarantee that law enforcement will correspond to society's expectations concerning justice, equality, and protection. The continuing discussion concerning weaknesses in law enforcement demonstrates that the existence of formal legal instruments alone is insufficient to ensure substantive justice. This concern is consistent with previous studies indicating that weaknesses in legal enforcement may be associated with institutional supervision, legal culture, and the capacity of legal institutions to respond to social developments (Kusumo, 2021).
Social justice represents one of the fundamental objectives of law because legal systems are expected to establish a fair balance between rights and obligations and to protect citizens without discrimination. Nevertheless, the realization of social justice remains challenging when legal rules operate within unequal social and economic structures. Vulnerable and marginalized groups may experience greater difficulties in obtaining legal protection and accessing justice. Research on access to justice in Indonesia, for example, identifies structural barriers that can prevent vulnerable groups from effectively exercising their rights within the justice system (Hijriani & Hasima, 2022). Such conditions demonstrate that legal equality at the normative level does not necessarily produce equality in practice. The distinction between law in the books and law in action therefore remains important for understanding whether legal norms actually produce fair outcomes in society.
Legal sociology provides a framework for examining this relationship between formal legal norms and social realities. It views law as a social phenomenon and examines the reciprocal relationship between law and society, including how legal rules are created, implemented, accepted, challenged, or violated. From this perspective, the effectiveness of law is influenced not only by the quality of legislation but also by legal awareness, legal culture, institutional capacity, social structures, economic conditions, and relations of power. Contemporary research on socio-cultural and legal change in Indonesia similarly demonstrates that legal transformation is closely associated with changes in social and cultural conditions (Syarhan, 2021). Thus, legal sociology enables the analysis of whether legal institutions are sufficiently responsive to the needs and expectations of society.
Although previous studies have examined legal enforcement, legal culture, socio-cultural transformation, and access to justice, an important gap remains in the integrated explanation of how legal sociology contributes to the realization of social justice. Existing discussions frequently focus on particular dimensions of the legal system, such as institutional weaknesses, vulnerable groups, or legal reform, without sufficiently connecting these dimensions to the broader socio-legal function of law as an instrument for achieving substantive justice. The gap is particularly significant because the realization of social justice depends on the interaction between legal norms and the social, cultural, and economic conditions in which those norms operate. A more integrated socio-legal perspective is therefore necessary to explain how law can become responsive to social needs while simultaneously protecting rights and ensuring equal access to justice.
Based on this gap, the research problem addressed in this study concerns the role of legal sociology in connecting legal norms with social realities in the pursuit of social justice. More specifically, this study addresses three questions: (1) What is legal sociology? (2) How is social justice conceptualized from a legal sociology perspective? and (3) What role does legal sociology play in advancing social justice in society? These questions are formulated to examine not only the conceptual meaning of legal sociology but also its relevance to the realization of substantive justice.
Accordingly, this study aims to explain the meaning and scope of legal sociology, examine the concept of social justice from a legal sociology perspective, and analyze the role of legal sociology in advancing social justice in society. The study employs a normative legal research approach combined with a socio-legal perspective, allowing legal norms to be examined in relation to the social conditions and realities within which they operate.
Theoretically, this study contributes to the development of legal sociology by strengthening the understanding of law as both a normative system and a social institution. It emphasizes that the achievement of justice cannot be assessed solely through the existence of legal rules but must also consider their implementation, social acceptance, and consequences for different groups within society. Practically, the study provides implications for legislators, law enforcement institutions, legal practitioners, and policymakers by emphasizing the importance of responsive, inclusive, and socially contextualized legal policies. The novelty of this study lies in integrating the normative function of law with its social function through a legal sociology perspective, thereby positioning legal sociology not merely as an analytical discipline but also as a strategic framework for advancing substantive social justice, protecting vulnerable groups, and strengthening equal access to justice.

2. Literature Review 
2.1 Conceptual and Theoretical Foundations
Legal sociology provides an interdisciplinary foundation for understanding law as a social phenomenon rather than merely as a formal system of written rules. Its central concern is the reciprocal relationship between legal institutions, legal norms, and social life. From this perspective, the effectiveness and legitimacy of law cannot be assessed solely by examining the existence or quality of legal provisions; attention must also be given to how people understand, experience, comply with, challenge, and use the law. This perspective is particularly relevant to social justice because formally equal legal rules may produce unequal outcomes when they operate within socially and economically unequal environments.
One important concept within the socio-legal tradition is legal consciousness, which refers broadly to the ways individuals and groups understand, interpret, experience, and engage with law. A systematic review by Horák et al. (2021) demonstrates that legal consciousness encompasses multiple dimensions, including legal knowledge, skills, attitudes, trust, and identity. Their findings are important for the present study because they demonstrate that the relationship between society and law cannot be reduced to simple compliance with legal rules. Instead, people's perceptions and experiences of law constitute an important dimension of how legal systems function in practice.
The concept of law in action further strengthens this perspective. The distinction between formal legal norms and their implementation highlights that legal rules may operate differently from their intended normative design. In socio-legal analysis, law is therefore understood through its interaction with institutions, social structures, cultural practices, and power relations. Recent scholarship on legal consciousness illustrates that legal actors and institutions can actively shape people's perceptions of law and, consequently, reproduce or challenge existing relations of power. Young and Chimowitz (2022), for example, show that legal consciousness may operate relationally within institutional decision-making and can contribute to the reproduction of existing legal and social structures.
Another relevant theoretical concept is legal pluralism, which recognizes that state law operates alongside other normative orders, including customary, religious, community-based, and informal norms. This perspective is particularly relevant to societies characterized by social and cultural diversity. Contemporary scholarship emphasizes that the law–society relationship should not be understood as a simple relationship between a single state legal system and society, because multiple forms of normative ordering may coexist and interact. Legal pluralism therefore provides an additional analytical lens for understanding how social values and community practices influence the operation of law (Shahar & Yefet, 2023).
Within this theoretical foundation, social justice is understood not merely as formal equality before the law but also as the substantive ability of individuals and groups to obtain legal protection, participate in legal processes, and access remedies without discrimination. Access to justice is therefore an important practical dimension of social justice. In Indonesia, research has shown that vulnerable groups continue to face barriers to effective legal protection and access to justice, demonstrating the importance of examining the social conditions surrounding the implementation of law (Hijriani & Hasima, 2022).

2.2 Review of Empirical Studies
Recent studies provide evidence that the relationship between law and society has significant implications for justice. Horák et al. (2021), through a systematic review of legal-consciousness research, identified substantial conceptual and methodological diversity in how legal consciousness has been defined and measured. Their findings indicate that people's relationships with law involve cognitive, attitudinal, behavioral, and identity-related dimensions. This finding supports a socio-legal understanding in which the effectiveness of law depends partly on how law is understood and experienced by members of society.
Research by Young and Chimowitz (2022) further demonstrates the importance of institutional and relational dimensions of legal consciousness. Based on interviews with parole commissioners in California, their study found that perceptions of individuals' relationships with law influenced institutional assessments and contributed to the reproduction of existing carceral logic. Although conducted in a criminal justice context, the study is relevant to the present research because it demonstrates that legal outcomes are shaped by social interpretations and institutional practices rather than by legal rules alone.
Hilbink and Salas Ramos (2024) provide another important empirical contribution by examining legal consciousness and willingness to pursue remedies in the context of mass political mobilization in Chile. Their findings indicate that participation in collective action and perceived knowledge of where to seek remedies were associated with individuals' willingness to pursue formal responses to rights violations. This evidence demonstrates that legal consciousness is influenced by broader social and political experiences and that social participation may strengthen individuals' capacity to claim rights.
In the Indonesian context, studies have identified continuing barriers to access to justice among vulnerable populations. Hijriani and Hasima (2022) found that Indonesia has established various legal and institutional mechanisms to support vulnerable groups, but challenges remain in ensuring equal protection and effective access to justice. Similarly, Suhariyanto and Mustafa (2022) examined the regulation and implementation of legal aid services in Indonesian courts and highlighted the importance of institutional mechanisms in ensuring that legal aid can function as an instrument for improving access to justice.
Other Indonesian research has emphasized the role of legal sociology in moving law enforcement beyond formal legal certainty toward substantive justice. Umairy (2024) argues that legal sociology enables legal analysis to incorporate social facts, community behavior, living norms, and the circumstances of vulnerable groups into the law-enforcement process. Research concerning legal services for persons with disabilities similarly demonstrates that formal guarantees of equality do not automatically eliminate practical barriers to accessing justice, indicating the importance of considering social and institutional conditions in the implementation of legal rights (Paikah, 2023).
Taken together, these studies reveal a consistent pattern: law becomes more meaningful when its implementation is examined in relation to social experience, institutional practices, legal consciousness, and the conditions of vulnerable groups. Nevertheless, the existing literature also remains fragmented. Some studies concentrate on legal consciousness, others on legal aid and access to justice, while others focus on institutional enforcement or particular vulnerable populations. The broader relationship between legal sociology and the realization of social justice therefore requires further conceptual integration.

2.3 Identification of the Research Gap
The literature indicates three principal gaps. First, existing studies frequently examine particular components of the law–society relationship separately. Legal consciousness research emphasizes how individuals understand and experience law, whereas access-to-justice studies tend to focus on institutional barriers and legal aid. These approaches are valuable but do not always integrate legal norms, social structures, institutional practices, and justice outcomes within a single socio-legal perspective.
Second, much of the recent empirical literature is context-specific. Studies have examined parole decision-making, political mobilization, legal aid, vulnerable groups, or particular institutional settings. Although these studies provide important empirical evidence, their findings do not fully explain the broader role of legal sociology as an analytical framework for understanding the realization of social justice across different social conditions.
Third, there remains a conceptual gap between formal legal equality and substantive social justice. The existence of legal guarantees does not necessarily ensure that all members of society can exercise their rights equally. Structural inequality, limited legal awareness, institutional practices, cultural norms, and unequal access to legal resources can affect how legal rules operate in practice. The present study addresses this gap by integrating these dimensions through a legal sociology perspective.
Accordingly, the originality of this study does not lie in proposing a new statistical relationship between variables but in developing an integrated socio-legal explanation of how law can function as an instrument of social justice. The study positions legal sociology as a bridge between normative legal provisions and the social realities that determine whether those provisions produce meaningful protection and equal access to justice.

2.4 Development of the Conceptual Framework
Because this study is based on normative legal research with a socio-legal approach, the conceptual framework is not constructed as a quantitative model involving independent, mediating, or dependent variables. Instead, it functions as an analytical framework for organizing the relationship among the principal concepts examined in the study.
The analytical framework begins with legal norms, which establish rights, obligations, institutional responsibilities, and mechanisms for legal protection. These norms operate within particular social conditions, including cultural values, economic circumstances, social structures, legal awareness, and relations of power. The interaction between legal norms and social conditions influences law in action, referring to how law is interpreted, implemented, accepted, challenged, or accessed in everyday social life.
The operation of law in society subsequently affects access to justice, particularly for vulnerable and marginalized groups. Equal access to legal protection and remedies constitutes an important pathway toward substantive social justice. 

2.5 Hypotheses or Research Propositions
Hypotheses are not developed in this study. The study employs normative legal research with a socio-legal approach and does not use a quantitative research design involving measurable variables, statistical testing, or causal estimation. Consequently, formulating statistical hypotheses would not be methodologically appropriate.
Likewise, the study does not formulate formal qualitative research propositions because its primary purpose is conceptual and normative analysis rather than empirical theory testing. Instead, the study uses the analytical framework presented in Section 2.4 to examine three interconnected issues: the meaning and scope of legal sociology, the concept of social justice from a socio-legal perspective, and the role of legal sociology in advancing social justice in society.
The absence of hypotheses or formal propositions does not reduce the analytical contribution of the study. For normative socio-legal research, the principal contribution lies in synthesizing legal concepts, social conditions, institutional practices, and prior scholarly findings to explain how law can move beyond formal legality toward substantive justice. This approach is particularly relevant where the research question concerns the normative and social functions of law rather than the statistical relationship between predetermined variables.

3. Research Methods 
3.1 Research Design
This study employed normative legal research using a conceptual approach and a socio-legal approach. Normative legal research was selected because the study focused on legal norms, theories, principles, and concepts relevant to legal sociology and social justice. This research design was considered appropriate for examining the conceptual and normative dimensions of the relationship between law and society and for analyzing the role of law in advancing social justice.
The conceptual approach (conceptual approach) was used to examine concepts and theories developed within legal sociology, particularly those concerning the relationship between law and society and the role of law in creating social justice. This approach focused on the ideas of legal scholars, legal doctrines, and theoretical developments explaining the function of law as a means of social control and as an instrument of social engineering (law as a tool of social engineering).
In addition, a socio-legal approach (socio-legal approach) was employed to understand law within the context of social reality. This approach examined law not only as written rules (law in the books) but also as social practices (law in action) influenced by social values, culture, social structures, and the economic conditions of society.

3.2 Research Context and Setting
The research was conducted within the context of the Indonesian legal and social system, with particular attention to the relationship between legal norms and social conditions in Indonesian society. Indonesia was selected as the contextual setting because its legal system operates within a diverse social, cultural, and economic environment and constitutionally recognizes Indonesia as a state based on law.
The research context was therefore not limited to a particular institution, organization, or geographical location. Instead, it encompassed the broader social and legal context in which Indonesian legal norms operate. This context was relevant to examining how legal principles and institutions interact with social realities in the pursuit of social justice.

3.3 Population and Sample / Research Participants
This study did not involve a population, sample, or human research participants because it was designed as normative legal research rather than empirical research involving respondents or informants. Consequently, sampling techniques and sample-size calculations were not applicable.
The objects of analysis consisted of legal norms, legal concepts, theoretical perspectives, legal doctrines, and relevant scholarly discussions concerning legal sociology and social justice. The absence of human participants was consistent with the normative and conceptual nature of the research.

3.4 Data Sources and Data Collection
The study relied on secondary legal and scholarly materials rather than primary empirical data collected from respondents. The materials examined consisted of relevant legal norms, legal doctrines, theoretical literature, and scholarly publications concerning legal sociology, the relationship between law and society, social justice, social control, and social engineering.
Data collection was conducted through documentary and literature-based research. Relevant materials were identified, examined, organized, and interpreted according to their relevance to the research questions. Particular attention was given to materials that explain the relationship between legal norms and social realities and the role of law in protecting rights and promoting social justice.

3.5 Measurement of Variables and Research Instruments
The study did not employ measurable variables or quantitative research instruments because it was not designed to test statistical relationships between variables. Instead, the principal analytical concepts were legal sociology, law and society, social justice, law in the books, law in action, social control, and social engineering.
These concepts functioned as analytical categories for examining the relationship between legal norms and social realities. The conceptual analysis focused on how law operates within society and how social values, culture, social structures, and economic conditions influence the implementation and effectiveness of legal norms.
Accordingly, construct measurement, measurement scales, questionnaires, and statistical instruments were not applicable to this study.

3.6 Data Analysis Techniques
The collected legal and scholarly materials were analyzed using qualitative normative legal analysis combined with conceptual and socio-legal interpretation. The analysis involved identifying relevant legal concepts and principles, examining their theoretical foundations, and interpreting their relationship with social realities.
The conceptual analysis was used to clarify the meaning and scope of legal sociology and social justice, while the socio-legal analysis was used to examine the interaction between legal norms and social conditions. Particular attention was given to the relationship between law in the books and law in action in order to understand how legal rules operate within society.
The analysis was conducted systematically by comparing relevant legal concepts, theoretical arguments, and scholarly perspectives and then synthesizing the findings into an integrated explanation of the role of legal sociology in advancing social justice.
3.7 Validity, Reliability, and Trustworthiness
Because this study did not employ quantitative instruments or human participants, conventional statistical tests of validity and reliability were not applicable. Instead, the quality and trustworthiness of the analysis were maintained through source relevance, conceptual consistency, and systematic interpretation of legal and scholarly materials.
The analysis was based on materials that were directly relevant to the research questions. Interpretations were developed by comparing legal concepts, theoretical perspectives, and scholarly arguments to ensure consistency between the sources examined and the conclusions drawn. The distinction between normative legal analysis and socio-legal interpretation was also maintained throughout the analytical process.

3.8 Ethical Considerations
The study did not involve human participants, personal data, interviews, surveys, or experimental procedures. Therefore, informed consent, participant confidentiality, and personal-data protection were not applicable in the same manner as they would be in empirical research involving human subjects.
Nevertheless, academic and research ethics were maintained through accurate representation of legal concepts and scholarly arguments, appropriate acknowledgment of sources, and avoidance of plagiarism, fabrication, and distortion of the ideas contained in the sources used.

3.9 Research Procedure
The research procedure consisted of several sequential stages. First, the research problem concerning the role of legal sociology in advancing social justice was identified. Second, relevant legal concepts, theories, doctrines, and scholarly literature were identified and collected. Third, the collected materials were classified according to their relevance to legal sociology, social justice, the relationship between law and society, and the implementation of legal norms.
Fourth, the materials were analyzed using the conceptual and socio-legal approaches. The conceptual analysis examined the theoretical meaning and relationships among the principal concepts, while the socio-legal analysis examined how legal norms interact with social values, culture, social structures, and economic conditions. Fifth, the results of the analysis were synthesized to explain the relationship between legal norms and social realities. Finally, conclusions were formulated concerning the role of legal sociology in advancing social justice in society.

3.10 Methodological Limitations
This study has several methodological limitations. First, as normative legal research, it primarily examines legal norms, concepts, theories, doctrines, and scholarly literature and therefore does not provide primary empirical evidence regarding how particular communities experience or respond to legal institutions.
Second, the socio-legal approach used in this study provides an analytical understanding of the relationship between law and society but does not statistically measure the magnitude of the influence of particular social factors on legal outcomes. Third, because the study does not employ interviews, surveys, or other empirical instruments, its findings should not be interpreted as statistically generalizable to all Indonesian communities.
Despite these limitations, the normative and socio-legal design is appropriate for the objectives of this study because it enables an integrated examination of legal norms and the social conditions in which those norms operate. The limitations also provide opportunities for future empirical research to examine the practical implementation of the findings through qualitative interviews, surveys, or mixed-method approaches.

4. Results and Discussion 
4.1 Research Results
4.1.1 Description of the Units of Analysis
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Table 1. Analytical Focus and Key Findings
	Analytical Focus
	Principal Elements Examined
	Key Finding

	Legal sociology
	Law, society, social structure, legal behavior, social change
	Legal sociology examines the reciprocal relationship between law and society and understands law as a social phenomenon

	Social justice
	Equality, rights, social and economic conditions, substantive justice
	Social justice requires more than formal equality and must consider social and economic inequalities

	Law in action
	Legal implementation, legal awareness, institutional practices, social conditions
	The effectiveness of law depends on how legal norms operate in actual social conditions

	Vulnerable groups
	Poor communities, women, children, persons with disabilities
	Legal systems must provide meaningful and equal access to justice for disadvantaged groups

	Access to justice
	Legal institutions, affordability, accessibility, nondiscrimination
	Equal access to legal protection is an essential dimension of substantive social justice

	Social values and state law
	Social norms, culture, formal legal rules
	Law should respond to values and conditions existing within society

	Legal effectiveness
	Legal compliance, social acceptance, implementation
	Effective law requires social responsiveness rather than formal validity alone


Source: Authors


As presented in Table 1, the analysis identified a consistent relationship between legal norms and social realities. The findings demonstrate that legal sociology cannot be separated from the social structures, values, cultural conditions, economic circumstances, and behavioral patterns within which law operates.

4.1.2 Data Quality and Preliminary Analysis
Because the research used documentary and literature-based analysis, preliminary analysis consisted of identifying, classifying, and evaluating the relevance of legal and scholarly materials. The materials were organized according to the three principal research questions and the analytical concepts established in the conceptual framework.
The analysis distinguished between normative legal provisions and their social implementation. Particular attention was given to the distinction between law in the books and law in action, because this distinction provides an analytical basis for examining whether formal legal guarantees are reflected in actual access to justice.
No statistical data-quality testing was conducted because the study did not employ numerical datasets, survey instruments, or quantitative measurements. Similarly, reliability coefficients and statistical model-fit tests were not applicable to the research design.
4.1.3 Main Analytical Results
The main analysis produced three principal findings. First, legal sociology is a discipline that examines the reciprocal relationship between law and society. Law is not limited to written rules but also operates as a social institution influenced by social structures, cultural values, economic conditions, and patterns of behavior. Soerjono Soekanto describes legal sociology as a branch of knowledge that analytically and empirically examines social phenomena and the reciprocal relationship between law and society. R. Otje Salman similarly emphasizes the relationship between law and society through social conflict and an empirical perspective, while Satjipto Rahardjo places emphasis on patterns of behavior occurring within their social context. Second, social justice requires substantive rather than merely formal equality. The analysis found that equal treatment before the law does not necessarily produce equal outcomes when members of society experience different social and economic conditions. Social justice therefore requires consideration of inequality, access to resources, social position, education, economic capacity, and other circumstances that influence an individual's ability to obtain legal protection. Third, legal sociology has a strategic role in advancing social justice. Five principal roles were identified: understanding social conditions, protecting vulnerable groups, improving access to justice, evaluating the effectiveness of law, and bridging formal state law with social values. These functions demonstrate that legal sociology provides an analytical bridge between normative legal rules and the realities experienced by society.

4.1.4 Research Questions and Key Findings
The findings were organized according to the three research questions established in the study. Research Question 1: What is legal sociology? The analysis established that legal sociology is a field of study examining law as a social phenomenon and analyzing the reciprocal relationship between legal norms and society. It examines how law is formed, implemented, obeyed, contested, or violated and how social change may influence the development of legal norms. Research Question 2: How is social justice conceptualized from a legal sociology perspective? The analysis established that social justice involves fair treatment, protection of rights, equality, and meaningful access to justice. From a socio-legal perspective, social justice cannot be reduced to formal equality because social and economic inequalities can influence the ability of individuals and groups to exercise their legal rights. Research Question 3: What role does legal sociology play in advancing social justice in society? The analysis established that legal sociology contributes to social justice by identifying social conditions relevant to lawmaking and enforcement, strengthening protection for vulnerable groups, improving access to justice, evaluating the effectiveness of legal rules, and aligning formal law with values and norms existing within society.


Table 2. Summary of Research Findings
	Research Question
	Analytical Finding
	Socio-Legal Implication

	Meaning of legal sociology
	Law is a social phenomenon that interacts reciprocally with society
	Legal analysis should consider social realities

	Concept of social justice
	Justice requires substantive equality and protection of rights
	Formal equality alone is insufficient

	Role of legal sociology
	Legal sociology connects legal norms with social conditions
	Law should become more responsive, inclusive, and socially relevant


Source: Authors


Table 2 demonstrates that all three research questions are interconnected. The conceptual understanding of legal sociology provides the foundation for interpreting social justice, while the concept of social justice provides the normative direction for assessing the operation and effectiveness of law.

4.1.5 Visual Presentation of Results
The research findings are presented in Tables 1 and 2 to provide a structured synthesis of the normative and socio-legal analysis. Table 1 summarizes the main analytical dimensions, including legal sociology, social justice, law in action, vulnerable groups, access to justice, social values, and legal effectiveness. Table 2 directly connects the three research questions with the principal analytical findings.
Overall, the tables demonstrate that legal sociology connects legal norms with social realities and that the realization of social justice requires more than formal equality. The findings emphasize the importance of social conditions, protection of vulnerable groups, equal access to justice, effective law enforcement, and responsiveness to social values. These results provide the analytical basis for the discussion in Section 4.2.

4.2 Research Discussion 
4.2.1 Interpretation of Key Findings
The findings demonstrate that legal sociology plays a strategic role in understanding and advancing social justice by connecting legal norms with the social realities in which those norms operate. The three research questions addressed in this study are conceptually interconnected. The first question establishes the meaning of legal sociology as the study of the reciprocal relationship between law and society. The second demonstrates that social justice cannot be understood exclusively through formal equality but must also consider social and economic conditions. The third establishes that legal sociology contributes to social justice through its ability to identify social conditions, protect vulnerable groups, improve access to justice, evaluate the effectiveness of law, and connect formal state law with social values.
The first finding confirms that law operates as both a normative system and a social institution. Legal rules are formulated to regulate behavior and maintain social order, but their implementation is influenced by cultural values, social structures, economic conditions, and patterns of behavior. Consequently, the existence of a legal rule does not automatically determine its social consequences. The distinction between law in the books and law in action provides an important basis for understanding this finding because formal legal provisions may operate differently when applied within unequal and socially diverse environments.
The second finding indicates that social justice requires a substantive understanding of equality. Formal equality provides an essential normative foundation, but identical legal treatment may not produce equitable outcomes when members of society possess substantially different economic, educational, social, or institutional resources. The finding therefore supports the argument that social justice requires attention to the circumstances under which legal rights are exercised. In this context, protecting vulnerable groups and reducing barriers to justice are not departures from equality but mechanisms for achieving meaningful equality.
The third finding demonstrates that legal sociology performs a bridging function between normative law and social reality. By identifying social conditions, examining legal behavior, evaluating institutional implementation, and analyzing access to justice, legal sociology enables legal institutions to determine whether legal rules achieve their intended objectives. Since the study does not employ quantitative hypotheses, no hypothesis is accepted or rejected. Instead, the findings provide direct conceptual answers to the three research questions and establish the analytical relationship between legal sociology and social justice.

4.2.2 Comparison with Previous Studies
The findings are consistent with recent scholarship emphasizing that people's relationships with law cannot be understood solely through formal legal rules. Horák et al. (2021), in their systematic review of legal consciousness, demonstrate that the relationship between individuals and law encompasses knowledge, attitudes, skills, trust, identity, and behavioral dimensions. This supports the present finding that the effectiveness of law is influenced by how society understands and experiences legal norms.
The present study extends this perspective by placing legal consciousness within a broader social justice framework. While Horák et al. (2021) primarily focus on the conceptualization and measurement of legal consciousness, the present study connects the social experience of law to access to justice, protection of vulnerable groups, and substantive social justice. Thus, the contribution of the present study lies in integrating dimensions that are frequently examined separately in the literature.
The findings are also consistent with Young and Chimowitz (2022), who demonstrate that legal consciousness operates within institutional relationships and can influence how legal actors evaluate individuals. Their study shows that legal outcomes may be shaped by institutional perceptions and social understandings rather than by legal rules alone. The present study reaches a complementary conclusion by demonstrating that institutional practices, social structures, and power relations should be considered when evaluating whether law produces substantively just outcomes.
Similarly, Hilbink and Salas Ramos (2024) found that legal consciousness and individuals' knowledge of available remedies influence willingness to pursue formal responses to rights violations. This finding supports the present study's emphasis on legal awareness and access to justice. However, the present study extends the discussion beyond individual willingness to seek remedies by considering access to justice as part of a broader socio-legal process involving institutional accessibility, affordability, nondiscrimination, and protection of vulnerable groups.
The findings concerning vulnerable groups are also consistent with research on access to justice in Indonesia. Hijriani and Hasima (2022) demonstrate that vulnerable groups continue to encounter barriers to effective legal protection. Paikah (2023) similarly highlights the continuing challenges faced by persons with disabilities in accessing inclusive legal services. These studies support the present finding that formal recognition of equality does not necessarily guarantee equal practical access to justice.
The present study also corresponds with Suhariyanto and Mustafa (2022), who emphasize the importance of legal aid mechanisms in Indonesian courts as a means of improving access to justice. While their analysis focuses more specifically on legal aid and institutional mechanisms, the present study places legal aid within the wider function of legal sociology. From this perspective, legal assistance represents one practical mechanism through which the socio-legal gap between formal rights and actual access can be reduced.
The findings further support Umairy's (2024) argument that legal sociology can contribute to the development of justice-oriented law by considering social facts, community behavior, living norms, and the circumstances of vulnerable groups. The present study extends this argument by organizing these dimensions into five interconnected functions of legal sociology: understanding social conditions, protecting vulnerable groups, improving access to justice, evaluating legal effectiveness, and bridging state law with social values.
Overall, the comparison demonstrates substantial consistency between the findings of this study and recent socio-legal scholarship. The principal difference lies in the integrative focus of the present study. Rather than examining legal consciousness, legal aid, vulnerable groups, or institutional practices independently, the study brings these dimensions together to explain how legal sociology can contribute to substantive social justice.

4.2.3 Theoretical Contributions
The study makes several theoretical contributions to the development of legal sociology and socio-legal scholarship. First, it reinforces the theoretical proposition that law is simultaneously a normative system and a social institution. The findings demonstrate that the meaning and effectiveness of legal norms are shaped by the social context in which they operate. This strengthens the socio-legal understanding of law as a dynamic institution that interacts continuously with social structures and behavioral patterns. Second, the study extends the distinction between law in the books and law in action by explicitly connecting this distinction to social justice. The existence of legal guarantees does not necessarily ensure substantive justice because implementation may be influenced by social inequality, institutional capacity, legal awareness, and power relations. The theoretical implication is that the evaluation of legal effectiveness should incorporate not only normative validity but also social consequences and accessibility. Third, the study contributes to the conceptualization of social justice by emphasizing the relationship between formal equality and substantive equality. From the findings, social justice requires legal institutions to recognize differences in social and economic circumstances when determining how legal rights can be meaningfully exercised. This perspective provides a stronger theoretical basis for understanding why the protection of vulnerable groups is compatible with, rather than contrary to, the principle of equality. Fourth, the study positions legal sociology as a bridging framework connecting legal norms, social conditions, law in action, access to justice, and social justice. This integrated framework expands the analytical role of legal sociology from describing the interaction between law and society toward explaining how that interaction can be directed toward more inclusive and substantively just legal outcomes.

4.2.4 Practical and Policy Implications
The findings have direct implications for legislators and policymakers. First, lawmaking should incorporate systematic consideration of social conditions before and after the enactment of legislation. Legal impact assessments should consider how proposed rules may affect groups with different economic, educational, cultural, and social circumstances. Second, legal institutions should strengthen mechanisms for protecting vulnerable groups. Legal equality should be accompanied by accessible legal assistance, simplified procedures, reasonable costs, and nondiscriminatory services. Particular attention should be directed toward groups that face structural barriers to legal protection, including economically disadvantaged communities, children, women, and persons with disabilities. Third, law enforcement institutions should evaluate legal effectiveness not only through compliance rates or procedural completion but also through the extent to which people perceive legal institutions as accessible, fair, and responsive. This requires mechanisms for receiving public feedback and identifying gaps between formal legal provisions and their implementation. Fourth, policymakers should strengthen legal education and public legal counseling. The findings indicate that legal awareness constitutes an important component of access to justice. Communities need sufficient knowledge of their rights, obligations, available legal remedies, and relevant legal institutions to participate effectively in the legal system. Fifth, legal development should consider legitimate social values and cultural conditions without compromising fundamental principles of equality, justice, and rights protection. This approach can reduce tensions between formal state law and social expectations while strengthening public acceptance of legal institutions.

4.2.5 Integration with the Research Gap
The findings directly address the research gap identified in the literature review. Previous studies have generally examined individual dimensions of the law–society relationship, including legal consciousness, access to justice, legal aid, institutional decision-making, and vulnerable groups. Although these studies provide valuable insights, they do not always integrate these dimensions into a comprehensive explanation of how legal sociology contributes to substantive social justice.
This study addresses that gap by integrating legal norms, social conditions, legal consciousness, law in action, vulnerable groups, access to justice, and social values into a single socio-legal analytical perspective. The resulting framework demonstrates that social justice emerges not simply from the existence of appropriate legal rules but from the interaction between those rules and the social conditions in which they are implemented.
The study therefore contributes an integrated explanation of the pathway from legal norms → social conditions → law in action → access to justice → social justice. This pathway does not represent a statistically tested causal model but an analytical structure for understanding the mechanisms through which legal sociology can contribute to substantive justice.
The originality of the study consequently lies in repositioning legal sociology as more than an academic field concerned with describing legal behavior. It is presented as a strategic analytical framework for identifying discrepancies between formal law and social reality and for developing legal responses that are more responsive, inclusive, and oriented toward substantive justice.

4.2.6 Acknowledgement of Study Limitations
The interpretation of the findings should be understood within the conceptual and normative scope of the study. Because the analysis focuses on legal concepts, doctrines, and socio-legal perspectives, the findings do not establish the magnitude of the effects of particular social factors on legal outcomes in specific populations. The discussion also treats social justice as a multidimensional concept. Its realization may differ according to social, cultural, economic, and institutional contexts. Consequently, the five roles identified in this study should not be interpreted as a universal or exhaustive list of all mechanisms through which legal sociology may contribute to social justice. In addition, the discussion primarily establishes a conceptual relationship between legal sociology and social justice rather than documenting the lived experiences of particular communities. Future research can therefore complement the present findings through empirical socio-legal studies examining how communities, vulnerable groups, legal practitioners, and law enforcement institutions experience the implementation of legal norms. Despite these limitations, the findings provide a coherent conceptual basis for understanding the relationship between law and society. The study demonstrates that achieving social justice requires more than formal legal regulation; it requires attention to the social conditions, institutional practices, legal awareness, and power relations that shape the operation of law. Legal sociology therefore remains an important framework for developing law that is responsive to society and capable of advancing substantive social justice.
5. Conclusion 
5.1 Summary of Key Findings
This study concludes that law cannot be understood solely as a normative set of rules but must also be understood as part of a social system that develops within society. The findings demonstrate that legal sociology provides an important perspective for examining how law operates in practice (law in action) and how its effectiveness and fairness are influenced by social, economic, cultural, and power-related conditions. The study further establishes that legal sociology plays an important role in identifying gaps between formal legal provisions and their implementation, analyzing the influence of social structures on law enforcement, and encouraging the development of law that is more responsive to societal needs.
The study also demonstrates that law has a role beyond maintaining social order. When implemented responsively, law can function as an instrument for reducing social inequality and protecting vulnerable groups. Social justice can therefore be achieved more effectively when legal implementation considers the actual social conditions of society, is supported by an appropriate legal culture, and is oriented toward substantive justice. In this regard, legal sociology functions as a bridge between legal norms and social realities, enabling law to provide meaningful justice for different segments of society.

5.2 Theoretical Contributions
Theoretically, this study contributes to socio-legal scholarship by reinforcing the understanding of law as both a normative system and a social institution. The findings demonstrate that the effectiveness and fairness of law cannot be adequately assessed by examining legal rules independently from the social context in which they operate.
The study further contributes by connecting the distinction between law in the books and law in action with the realization of social justice. This perspective demonstrates that substantive justice requires consideration of social structures, economic conditions, cultural values, legal awareness, institutional practices, and power relations. Accordingly, legal sociology can be positioned not merely as an analytical discipline for describing the relationship between law and society but also as a conceptual framework for developing more responsive, inclusive, and justice-oriented legal systems.

5.3 Practical and Policy Implications
The findings have several practical and policy implications. First, lawmakers and legislators should consider the social conditions of communities when formulating legislation and regulations. Socio-legal considerations can help ensure that legal rules are responsive to social needs and capable of addressing existing inequalities. Second, law enforcement agencies should not focus exclusively on the formal application of legal rules but should also consider substantive justice, particularly when dealing with disadvantaged and vulnerable groups. The implementation of law should take into account the circumstances that may affect an individual's ability to obtain equal legal protection. Third, government institutions should strengthen legal education, public legal counseling, and community empowerment programs. These measures can increase legal awareness and expand meaningful access to justice, particularly among communities that face social or economic barriers. Fourth, society should be encouraged to participate actively in understanding and complying with the law while exercising its legal rights through available legal mechanisms. Active public participation can strengthen legal awareness and contribute to a healthier relationship between citizens and legal institutions. Fifth, academics and researchers should continue developing legal sociology as an interdisciplinary field that can inform the formulation and evaluation of legal policies. Greater integration between legal analysis and social research can contribute to the development of legal systems that are more inclusive and oriented toward substantive social justice.

5.4 Limitations of the Study
This study has limitations that should be considered when interpreting its findings. The analysis was primarily concerned with legal concepts, socio-legal perspectives, and the relationship between legal norms and social realities. Consequently, the study does not provide quantitative evidence concerning the magnitude of social factors affecting access to justice or the effectiveness of particular legal institutions.
In addition, the findings are presented within the context of a normative legal and socio-legal analysis and therefore should not be interpreted as universally applicable to all legal systems or social contexts. Differences in legal institutions, cultural values, socioeconomic conditions, and patterns of law enforcement may produce different manifestations of the relationship between law and social justice.

5.5 Directions for Future Research
Future research should complement the normative and socio-legal analysis presented in this study with empirical research examining how different communities experience the implementation of law and access to justice. Qualitative studies involving vulnerable groups, legal practitioners, law enforcement officers, judges, and policymakers could provide deeper evidence concerning the practical gap between law in the books and law in action. Future studies may also employ mixed-method or comparative approaches to examine how socioeconomic status, education, legal awareness, institutional accessibility, and cultural factors influence people's ability to obtain justice. Comparative research across regions or legal systems could further clarify how different institutional and social contexts shape the effectiveness of legal sociology in advancing social justice.Such research would strengthen the empirical foundation of socio-legal scholarship and provide more specific evidence for developing legal policies that are responsive to social conditions, protect vulnerable groups, expand access to justice, and promote substantive social justice.
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